
 
 

 

 

 

 
11 June 2020 

 

Dear Parents 
  
Thank you for the rapid response to the questionnaire sent out on Tuesday asking whether you 
intend to allow your child to return to school when we re-open in the week beginning 29 June. 
We have extended the time available for you to complete the questionnaire until 09:00 
tomorrow. After this we will draw up the complicated timetables and allow you to view them 
early next week. 
  
The guidance details were published yesterday afternoon by the Welsh government and can be 
found at this link https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-keep-education-
safe-covid-19 .  This guidance contains links to many more documents which may help you to 
understand the greater detail that schools are planning in. 
  
Many of you have asked to see our risk assessment which we stated we would send on 
Monday 15.  We have managed to update it, given yesterday’s guidance, and it can be found 
below.  The risk assessment follows all of the Welsh guidelines and has been put together by the 
SLT in conjunction with our qualified Health and Safety Officer.  The risk assessment should be 
seen as a summary, it is a small part of our school’s overall guidance to staff on the reopening of 
the school. 
  
There have been some similar themes emerging in the comments section of the parent 
questionnaire.  Our aim is to be as transparent as possible and we will always answer where we 
can. Please note the following updated information: 
 

1) Some items of school uniform are not easily laundered on a daily basis. We mentioned suits, 
blazers and ties but the kilts also come into this bracket. Pupils will be allowed to wear 
school PE kit to school each day as uniform and girls can wear any appropriate long dark 
blue trousers instead of the kilt if they choose not to wear PE kit. We do not want to cause 
extra stress with this request. 

2) Pupils across the school will be taking part in enhanced outdoor activities. All sports will be 
socially distanced. Sports will take place in bubbles but several bubbles may be doing sports 
on the same field at a distance from each other. 

3) We are planning some socially distanced and virtual events for Years 6, 11 and 13 to 
celebrate these important milestone years. We will be consulting with pupils before making 
final decisions. 

4) Boarders will be contacted separately regarding boarding provision. 
5) If you would like your child to wear a face mask this is fine, they will not be asked to 

remove it, some staff may also choose to wear a face mask. 
 

Executive Principal: J E Waszek, BSc, MA, FRSA 

Email: principal@rydalpenrhos.com 
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6) Remote learning will continue, but may be slightly tweaked to accommodate the changes 
which will inevitably occur as a result of the return to school. 

 
We are able to open our pre-school facility on the 29 June. 
 
Hopefully by giving this information now we have ensured that many of you feel more informed 
about the way the school will work from 29 June. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
 
 
John Waszek             Sally Harding               Lucy Davies 
Executive Principal      Head of Seniors              Head of Prep 

 

  



 

 
Risk Assessment – Rydal Penrhos School (please note that this document is updated daily). 

  

A             Date:  updated 10.06.20 School section: whole school Assessed by:LDA, RSM and SLT Review date: 17.06.20 

  
 

B 
  

Assessment of Risk for: Protection from transmission of Covid-19 during pandemic including all school activities 
  

  
 

C List Hazards Here 
  

List Groups of 
People at Risk 

List Existing Controls 
  

Risk 
Level Ser 

No 
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Covid-19 virus: General 

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
All staff are competent and instructed with regard to the procedures in place for the 
protection against infection from the virus. 
  
There is adequate supervision, where required, to ensure procedures are correctly adhered 
to. 
  
Pupils who are symptomatic will not be allowed to attend school. 
  
Pupils with parents exhibiting symptoms will not be allowed to attend school and will be 
requested to isolate as per national guidance 
  
Covid-19 specific extended duty of care risk assessment considered and carried out where 
relevant for all staff meeting the following criteria: 

 Vulnerable member of staff who have received a Government shielded letter. 
 Staff who have an extremely vulnerable household member. 

  

  



 
Formal process in place for SLT to contact the worker if required, as detailed within 
applicable risk assessment above. 
  
SLT to regularly update and inform staff re government guidance regarding covid-19 
controls required: 
  

 Gov.uk https://www.gov.uk/ 
 Department for 

Education https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-
education 

 Health and Safety Executive https://www.hse.gov.uk/ 
 Wales  https://phw.nhs.wales/ 
 https://gov.wales/keep-education-safe-operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-

covid-19 
  
Referring to the following guidance and publications, as applicable: 
  

 HSE COVID19 latest information and advice 
 HSE Working safely during the coronavirus guide 
 Government guidance COVID-19: guidance for schools and other educational 

settings 
 Government guidance COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people 

defined on medical grounds as extremely vulnerable 
 Government guidance COVID-19: guidance on shielding and protecting people 

who are clinically extremely vulnerable 
 Government publication COVID-19: cleaning in non-healthcare settings 
 Government publication Best Practice: how to hand wash 

  
Due to the rapidly changing advice on Covid-19, SLT should ensure they review safe 
working procedures and protocols daily, until such time when it is deemed unnecessary. 
  
All staff informed that hands should be washed regularly as per Government guidance. 
  

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
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https://gov.wales/keep-education-safe-operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-covid-19
https://gov.wales/keep-education-safe-operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-covid-19


 
Pupils regularly reminded, in age appropriate ways, that hands should be regularly washed as 
per Government guidance. 
  
Additional personal storage for change of clothes for staff due to alternative travel getting 
into work e.g. cycling, walking, running. 
  
Parents and Guardians kept informed via email bulletins etc. regarding proposals for 
reopening including start finish times and any new local rules regarding drop of and pick up 
etc. 
  
Staff kept informed via email, online meetings etc. 
  
Post-incident de-briefing carried out for anyone involved in an incident of suspected 
contamination, with the aim of providing support and preventing incident recurrence. 
Further support provided to all staff members affected by the incident. 
  
All incidents reported to the Health and Safety Unit and RIDDOR: 

 HSE RIDDOR reporting of COVID-19 
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Covid-19 virus; General 
school environment 

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
Additional school gates will be opened to the school grounds to dilute the numbers coming 
through them as much as possible. 
  
Markings are laid out on the playground for classes to line up at the start of the school day – 
lines laid out to maintain 2m social distancing. 
  
School first aid risk assessment has been reviewed (March 7th 2020) 
  
Hand sanitizer stations located at the entrances to the building. 
  
Signage installed to various areas of the building reminding people to wash hands regularly, 
in line with Government guidance and to maintain 2m social distance. 
  

  



 
Corridors, walkways and staircases have tape arrow markings laid out to indicate side to 
walk on (two way traffic) where necessary. 
  
Staff and pupils are requested to keep close to the side of the corridor or walkway to 
maximise social distancing while others are using the opposite side. 
  
Pupils will return to school as directed by the Welsh Government in the guidance issued 
10.06.2020 
  
Classrooms have been laid out (with marking tape where necessary) so that 2m social 
distancing (in all directions) can be maintained where possible. 
  
All desks face the same direction i.e. front of the classroom. 
  
Classes are split in half with no classroom holding more than 10 pupils as per government 
guidelines: 

 Pupils will then be kept in their small groups (‘bubbles’) and should not mix with 
other groups during the day 

 Wherever possible, staff supervising a cohort should also remain within this ‘bubble’ 
  
Classes should be kept together and mixing with other classes minimised, as much as 
possible. 
  
Within the Senior School there will be a requirement for subject specialist rotation of staff; 
this will be managed to limit mixing as much as possible. 
  
Workshops and science labs layouts should follow the same layout considerations as general 
classrooms. 
  
All classes are to take place in the same setting wherever possible to limit the numbers 
moving around the school. 
  



 
Timetables should be revised where possible to reduce movement around the school 
premises and to stagger busy transitional periods between classes. 
  
The dining room will not be used, pupils will eat in base classes in bubbles 
  
Water fountains will be cleaned twice daily and hand sanitizer will be placed next to them 
Soft furnishings, soft toys and toys that are hard to clean (such as those with intricate parts) 
are removed from classrooms and stored elsewhere. 
All unnecessary items are removed from classrooms and teaching environments as much as 
possible. 
  
Separate lidded bins will be provided for tissues. 
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Covid-19 virus; School day 

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
School transport will adhere to social distancing guidelines. 
  
A maximum of a third of total pupil numbers will attend school each day. 
  
All pupils will avoid shared equipment and will have their own personal stationery (or 
school will provide this for their sole use). 
  
Teachers will avoid walking around the classroom and marking will not happen in books 
but will continue with self-marking and uploading to Teams. 
  
School start times for different classes are staggered to reduce the numbers attending the 
site at the start and finish of the day. 
  
Parents are requested not to gather at entrance gates or doors, or enter the site (unless they 
have a pre-arranged appointment) once their pupils have entered the school. 
  
Parents requested not to enter the school playground and to maintain social distancing at all 
times. 
  

  



 
Classes should be kept together thereby minimising mixing with other classes as much as 
possible. 
  
Primary aged children may be able to mix in their bubbles closer than 2m but this will be 
discussed with the Head teacher first and a separate risk assessment produced. The mental 
well-being of our younger pupils must be taken into consideration. 
  
Break times (including lunch) staggered for classes to minimise mixing and dilute numbers 
using common areas such as walkways and toilets. 
  
Where possible the numbers using toilets will be managed in line with social distancing 
guidelines. 
  
Pupils are requested to bring a packed lunch to minimise the numbers using the dining 
room (packed lunches can be eaten in a classroom). No nut products are allowed on site. 
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Covid-19 virus; Working 
and teaching within the 
school environment 
  

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
Staff instructed in the following working practices: 
  

 Aim to maintain the recommended 2m social distancing rule at all times, where 
practicable. 

  
 Limit number of surfaces touched, where possible. 

  
 Keep hands away from face as much as possible. 

  
 Regularly perform appropriate hand washing. 

  
Lessons and activities planned to make best use of school resources (staff) whilst 
maintaining social distancing. 
  
Classroom activities planned and structured with social distancing in mind; where possible 
classes will be held outdoors. 

  



 
  
Changing of classrooms for different activities is minimised as far as is reasonably 
practicable. 
  
Pupils regularly reminded to maintain social distancing. 
  
Staff will return to school before 29th June in order to receive training in all aspects of this 
risk assessment. 
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Covid-19 virus; Cleaning 
  

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
All cleaning staff are experienced and have received appropriate training. 
  
Cleaners have appropriate PPE in line with current (and any new) COSHH risk assessments 
  
Any new cleaning products brought on site in response to the current Covid-19 pandemic 
will have a COSHH risk assessment undertaken prior to use. 
  
Playground equipment and classroom play equipment wiped down and cleansed at the end 
of the school day and between activities where possible. 
  
Cleaning undertaken in line with Government publication COVID-19: cleaning in non-
healthcare settings. 
  
School will be fully cleaned at the start/finish of each school day. 
  
Cleaners on site throughout the school day and regularly touched items such as door 
handles, handrails etc. will be regularly wiped down and cleaned. 
  
Classrooms where a pupil or staff member has become symptomatic during the school day 
will be deep cleaned along with areas the person may have been. 
  
 
 

  



 
The school has invested in a professional ‘fogging’ system and has staff trained and licensed 
to use it. High use areas will be fogged daily. The system is new and is shown to kill CV19 
infections and can be used on all items such as electrical and soft furnishings. It is not 
harmful to humans. 
  
Staff and pupils will wear freshly laundered clothes each day and coats will stay on the 
personal chair of each pupil/staff member to minimise the risk of cross contamination. 
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Covid-19 virus; Pupils and 
staff who become 
symptomatic during the 
school day 
  

  
Staff 
  
Pupils 
  
Visitors 
  
Contractors  

  
Pupils (and staff) who become symptomatic during the school day will be isolated from the 
rest of the pupil group and their parents (pupils) will be called to come and collect them. 
Staff will be sent home to self-isolate. 
  
If staff are unable to maintain social distancing from an isolated pupil, appropriate PPE 
should be worn. The school has invested in medical grade PPE for this purpose. 
  
Any areas, items and surfaces the pupil has come into contact with should be thoroughly 
cleaned as soon as possible. 
  

  

  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 

 


