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In this booklet, we look in detail at the Sixth Form curriculum offered at Rydal Penrhos School. 

The document is published in electronic form on our website at: 
http://rydalpenrhos.com/academic/senior_school_curriculum/ 
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Introduction: 

The A Level & Cambridge Technical Curriculum 
Thank you for taking an interest in the A Level and Cambridge Technical Curriculum for the Sixth Form at Rydal 

Penrhos. For those who are not entirely familiar with the system, I shall begin by outlining the structure and 

background of these courses.  

In the Sixth Form, students will study A Level or Cambridge Technical courses which build upon and develop the 

knowledge and skills gained at GCSE, although this latter qualification is not necessarily a prerequisite for study in 

some subjects. The majority of students will follow three or four Sixth Form courses, with progression into the 

Upper Sixth being subject to a satisfactory level being achieved at the end of the Lower Sixth.  

Pupils receiving additional support from either the Learning Support or the English as a Foreign Language 

Departments may experience a reduced Sixth Form programme. 

In the remaining part of the booklet, you will find details of the Sixth Form courses available at Rydal Penrhos. If 

any further explanation is needed, or advice wanted, please do not hesitate to contact me or the relevant Head of 

Department; contact details for the latter are given with each subject heading. 

Sally Harding 
 Director of Studies 

SAHarding@rydalpenrhos.com  
  

mailto:SAHarding@rydalpenrhos.com
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AS/A LEVEL ART & DESIGN:  

Fine Art, Photography or Textiles 
Mr Mark Sherrington, Head of Art 
JMSherrington@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
The A Level Art courses offer a wide range of opportunities: painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, textiles, 

fabric design, sculpture and ceramics are all available and taught by specialist members of staff. We offer three 

endorsements: Fine Art, Photography and Textiles. The courses are the same in structure but offer our pupils an 

opportunity to display their abilities in a variety of artistic disciplines and to demonstrate their understanding of these 

contexts. AS endorsements may also be available through consultation with the Director of Studies. 

 

Why study Art & Design? 

Picasso once said: “…the world is open before us, everything is still to be done and not be done over again”. This famous statement 

draws our attention to the important features inherent in all creative work; that it is in some way different, original 

or distinctive and not a mere copy of what has gone before. If this sounds interesting, then read on. 

 

Course content  

The first term of Lower Sixth Art will consist of set briefs which will enable you to discover new techniques and 

methods of working, together with the opportunity to develop your own expertise and personal interests in terms 

of approach. They will be concerned with observing, recording and drawing - basic skills which students should try 

to master in the early part of the course. Personal interests and expertise will be actively encouraged during the final 

part of both years of the course, when you will be expected to develop a more individualistic high-level approach to 

the subject matter and to the handling of materials. In each module, the quality of your preparatory work will be the 

key to success. 

 

Preparation 

The sketchbook is an invaluable tool for artists and designers as a device for formulating and recording ideas, and 

indeed for stimulating the imagination. Use your sketchbook primarily for collecting, collating and analysing 

information; it can contain drawings in a full range of mark-making media, colour work, collage, montage, 

photographs, notes about textures, and so on. Above all, the sketchbook is a record of your ability to observe, to 

select and to develop subject matter, and as such is of primary importance in relation to the assessment criteria of 

the course. The quality of what you produce will depend on your equipment, as well as on the depth and range of 

your preparation. You will be encouraged to equip yourself with a good range of tools in order to do justice to your 

ideas, and to enable you to work independently in your study periods and beyond the Art Studios. 

 

Assessment 

The coursework modules of AS and A Level in Art & Design are subject to end-of-course assessment, comprising 

internal marking and external moderation. It is important to work hard from the outset, and gradually to increase 

your output so as to expand your range of skills and expertise throughout the course, with the objective of satisfying 

the demands of the syllabus.  

 

      

AS Art/Photography/Textiles No coursework Exam 
100% 

10 hour 
Exam 

No essay 

A2  Art/Photography/Textiles 60% coursework Exam 
40% 

15 hour 
Exam 

3000 word 
essay 

   
 Awarding Body: OCR      

mailto:JMSherrington@rydal-penrhos.com
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AS/A LEVEL BIOLOGY 

Ms Anne Margerison, Head of Biology 
AJMargerison@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Why study Biology? 
 

Biology A Level is a popular qualification which is useful for students preparing for further courses and careers in 
medicine, nursing, veterinary science, dentistry, agriculture, forestry, horticulture, animal science, plant science, 
biochemistry, pharmacy, marine biology, microbiology, food and dairy technology, conservation and many other 
biological pursuits, including the rapidly expanding genetic technology industries. Biology will also complement many 
other subjects, whether they be sciences or arts; it is rapidly becoming the science of the future, as our ability to 
manipulate DNA will fundamentally change many of the ways in which we live and work. 
 
Qualification aims and objectives  
 

The aims and objectives of the AS and A Level in Biology are to enable students to develop:  
● essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other;  

● a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods;  

● competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem-solving skills;  

● interest in, and enthusiasm for the subject, including an appreciation of further study opportunities and careers 
associated with the subject;  

● understanding of how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the 
success of the economy and of society.  

 
Practical work involves the student both inside and outside the laboratory; normal practical work will regularly 
complement the teaching of individual theory topics, and pupils will be assessed on key skills during these sessions. 
They are expected to carry out 9(AS) or 18(A) core practical experiments, while their understanding and knowledge 
of these tasks will be examined in Papers 1 and 2. An additional Science Practical Endorsement (A Level only) will 
be awarded as a pass or fail, based on internal assessment (see assessment section). 
 
Practical skills  
 

Students will build upon practical skills learned at GCSE, becoming confident practical biologists who can handle 
apparatus competently and safely. Using a variety of apparatus and techniques, they should be able to design and 
carry out both the core practical activities and their own investigations, collecting data which can be analysed and 
used to draw valid conclusions.  
 

One important aspect of practical work is the ability to evaluate and manage potential risks. The variety of different 
practical techniques and scenarios in the core practical activities give students scope to consider risk management 
in different contexts.  
 

Students should also consider the ethical issues presented by their work in the laboratory, which might include 
reflection on the ethical use of live subjects and on the safe disposal of waste materials, as well as giving the 
appropriate consideration to other people involved in their own work or who are working nearby.  
Also central to the development of practical skills is the ability to communicate information and ideas through the 
use of appropriate terminology and of ICT. Being able to communicate clearly the findings of practical work is 
arguably as important as the collection of accurate data.  
 

Students will be expected to develop their independent learning skills and will have the support of the Biology website 
to reinforce their study skills and knowledge base.  
 

A disciplined approach is needed for A Level work; industry, attitude and academic potential will be assessed in both 
years of the course for the purpose of university and other applications. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:AJMargerison@rydal-penrhos.com
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Assessment 
 

Topic  AS  A Level  

  Paper Time Paper(s) Time 

1 Lifestyle, Health and Risk – circulation, nutrition and health 1 1hr30 
 

1&2  

2 Genes and Health – biochemistry, genes and genetics 1 1&2  

3 Voice of  the Genome  2 1hr30 
 

1&2  

4 Biodiversity and Natural Resources 2 1 2hr 

5 On the Wild Side – ecology, photosynthesis -  1 

6 Immunity, Infection and Forensics -  1 

7 Run for your Life – exercise, respiration and homeostasis -  2 2hr 

8 Grey Matter – the brain, nervous system & behaviour -  2 

Section A: questions from topics 1-8. 
Section B: questions on a scientific article will be pre-released on our 
website eight weeks before the examination. 

-  3 2hr 

 
Awarding Body: Edexcel  

 
 
Science Practical Endorsement - A Level only 
 
The assessment of practical skills is a compulsory requirement of the course of study for A Level qualifications in 
Biology; it will appear on all students’ certificates as a separately-reported result, alongside the overall grade for the 
qualification. The arrangements for the assessment of practical skills will be common to all Awarding Bodies, and 
will include: 
 

 a minimum of 12 practical activities to be carried out by each student which, together, meet the requirements of 
the Department for Education; 

 teacher assessment, measured against Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC) issued by the Awarding 
Bodies;   

 each student will keep an appropriate record of his or her assessed practical activities; 

 students who demonstrate the required standard across all the requirements of the CPAC will receive a ‘pass’ 
grade; 

 there will be no separate assessment of practical skills for AS qualifications. 
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AS/A LEVEL BUSINESS  
Mr Mike Farnell, Head of Economics, Business & ICT Faculty 

MJFarnell@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
AQA is the obvious choice for A Level Business as, for some time, it has been the dominant Awarding Body for 
the subject; with a market share of almost 75% and rising, it has with some justification been seen as the “gold 
standard’ A Level Business qualification. A vibrant teaching & learning resource ecosystem has developed around 
the AQA offering. 
 
Content 

The content is broad and students find the topics of study interesting and stimulating. 

 

Area of Study Amplification 

Business objectives and strategy Different stakeholder and business objectives. Strategy and 
implementation. Risk and uncertainty. 

Marketing Identifying and anticipating customer needs. Marketing mix. Product 
life cycle. 

Accounting & finance Budgeting, cash-flow forecasting, break-even analysis, ratio analysis. 

People in organisations Motivation, leadership, organisation design, employer/employee 
relationships. 

Operations management Quality, productivity, added value.  

External influences The market, competition, global context; political, social, economic and 
technological factors; ethical, legal and environmental issues. 

Business analysis The market, competition, global context; political, social, economic and 
technological factors; ethical, legal and environmental issues. 

Change Causes and effects of change, managing change  

 
AS Level and full A Level 
 

Part of the reform of A Level involves the de-coupling or splitting of AS-level and full A Level.  The split in Business 
is not too significant, in that the content for the AS module is also part of the full A Level.  However, the A2 papers 
build upon the basic content and develop the students’ knowledge further, and therefore it becomes possible for us 
to teach this material to all students.  
 
Assessment for AS level 
 

Paper Length Topics Assessed by 

Paper 1  90 minutes Core topics of business theory such 
as objectives, marketing, operations, 
finance & human resources. 

Multiple-choice, short answer 
questions and data response. 

Paper 2 90 minutes Core – as above One compulsory case study. 

Assessment for A Level 
 

Paper Length Topics Assessed by 

Paper 1 120 minutes All content including core, analytical 
methods and strategic decisions 

Multiple-choice, short answer 
questions and essays. 

Paper 2 120 minutes As above Three data response questions. 

Paper 3 120 minutes As above One compulsory case-study. 

Awarding Body: AQA 
 
Further information can be found on the AQA website 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-A Level/business-7131-7132  
The full specification can be downloaded on 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/specifications/AQA-7131-7132-SP-2015-V1-0.PDF 

mailto:MJFarnell@rydalpenrhos.com
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/business-subjects/as-and-a-level/business-7131-7132
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/business/specifications/AQA-7131-7132-SP-2015-V1-0.PDF
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AS/A LEVEL CHEMISTRY 
Mr Michael Pender, Head of Chemistry 

MWPender@rydalpenrhos.com  

Why study Chemistry? 

 to stimulate and sustain interest in and enjoyment of Chemistry; 

 to stimulate and sustain capacity for learning in general; 

 to develop problem-solving, data-handling, evaluative thinking and practical abilities; 

 to show some of the social, economic and environmental significance and consequences of Chemistry; 

 to provide a body of knowledge and understanding suitable for those who will go on to study Chemistry 
and Pharmacy in higher education, and for those who will study Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science, 
Biochemistry, Geology or Environmental Science. 

 
The EDUQAS course is designed for students who: 

 have an interest in and enjoyment of Chemistry; 

 have a capacity and willingness to learn a significant amount of detailed information; 

 can handle data and apply concepts; 

 can deal competently with basic mathematical processes (cross-multiplication, standard form). 
 
The types of activities will include: 

 individual practical work; 

 teacher presentations of information and class discussions; 

 tasks for the individual, requiring application and transfer of information and ideas; 

 written tasks (tests to exercise and diagnose knowledge and understanding); 

 ICT tasks. 

Students should regard the timetabled sessions as the core of their course and should expect from the outset to 
invest on average four to six hours per week of extra time so as to consolidate and extend this core. 

Assessment AS Level 

Component Topic Time AS Level 

1 The Language of Chemistry, Structure of Matter and Simple Reactions 
Written examination (80 marks) 

 

1h 30 50% 

2 Energy, Rate and Chemistry of  Carbon Compounds 
Written examination (80 marks) 

1h 30 50% 

 
Assessment A Level  

Component Topic Time A Level 

1 Physical and Inorganic Chemistry 
Written examination (120 marks) 

 

2h 30 40% 

2 Organic Chemistry and Analysis 
Written examination (120 marks) 

2h 30 40% 

3 Chemistry in Practice 
Written examination  20% of  qualification  

1h 15 20% 

 Practical Endorsement 
Assessment of  practical competency  
Reported separately and not contributing to final grade 

In class  

Awarding Body: EDUQAS 
Course requirements 
At least grade B at GCSE Dual Award Science or GCSE Chemistry, although students with grade B will find the 
course difficult. 

 

mailto:MWPender@rydal-penrhos.com
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AS/A LEVEL DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
Mr Phil Sutton, Head of Design Technology 

PSutton@rydalpenrhos.com  

Why study Design Technology? 
A Level Design Technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using creativity and imagination, pupils 
design and make products that solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own 
and others’ needs, wants and values; they acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw upon disciplines 
such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils learn how to take risks, becoming resourceful, 
innovative, enterprising and capable citizens; through the evaluation of past and present Design Technology, they 
develop a critical understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world. High-quality Design Technology 
education makes an essential contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the nation. 
 
A career path involving Design Technology can lead into a wide range of rewarding degree courses such as 
Architecture, Mechanical / Electrical / Civil / Aeronautical Engineering, Education / Teaching / Lecturing, 
Industrial Design, Product Design and Computer Design. All of these professions are currently in high demand and 
are ideally suited to the person who wants a creative, imaginative and technically challenging career. A Level Design 
Technology will provide you with the skills needed to embark upon a career in the world of design and engineering, 
with highly sought-after project management skills, as well as a portfolio of work to demonstrate your skills at 
interview. 
 
Course content and methodology 
The specification covers a wide range of topics in the field of Product Design, and the subject content is delivered 
in a project setting wherever possible. A good standard of graphical and practical ability is desirable, as well as 
previous study at GCSE of a related subject.  The subject content is listed as follows: 

 designing and innovation, including Computer Aided Design; 

 materials and components; 

 processes; 

 industrial and commercial practice; 

 product analysis and systems; 

 human responsibility;  

 public interaction;  

 marketing and research. 
 
Assessment 
The course is assessed in the final year and has 2 components: 

1) Written examination: 3 hours  
50% of qualification 

• product design. 
The examination includes a mix of short answer, structured and extended writing questions to assess 
learners' knowledge and understanding of:  

• technical principles;  

• designing and making principles;  

• along with their ability to analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and 
technology. 

2) Design and make project 

• Non-exam assessment: 80 hours  

• 50% of qualification 

• A sustained design and make task, based on a contextual challenge set by Eduqas, assessing candidates' 
ability to:  

• identify, investigate and outline design possibilities;  

• design and make prototypes;  

• analyse and evaluate design decisions and wider issues in design and technology. 
Awarding Body: Eduqas 

mailto:PSutton@rydalpenrhos.com
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AS/A LEVEL DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES 
Mrs Rachel Jones, Head of Drama  

RVJones@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Why study Drama & Theatre Studies? 
Drama & Theatre Studies is an innovative course which has been carefully designed to combine the theoretical and 
practical aspects of the subject. It provides an interesting and challenging course which prepares students for Higher 
Education. 
 

Drama & Theatre Studies will appeal to anyone who wants to involve him- or herself actively (rather than passively) 
in learning; it is not a course for those who wish to sit inertly and be told what to do. It has been conceived to 
develop a student’s individual skills and his or her ability to work with others.  It must be emphasised, however, that 
the course is not just for those who wish to pursue further training in the Theatre; it may help you to acquire 
transferable skills which could be suitable in such diverse careers as the civil service, business, administration, social 
work, marketing, public relations, teaching, journalism and law.   
 

The overall aim of the course is to integrate practical and academic work, as this allows the candidate to study the 
dramatic text and then develop this understanding through performance; this combination of theory and practice 
provides an opportunity to consider a play not only as literature, but also as a vehicle for presentation. Plays are also 
studied in the light of their historical background and the cultural conditions of their production and presentation. 
 

There will be opportunities to see live theatre during the year and you should be keen to participate in theatre trips 
and in all practical aspects of the course. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

Module Topic A 
Level 

1 DEVISING  

 Devise an original performance piece. 

 Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as 
stimuli. 

 Performer or designer routes available. 

 
40% 

2 TEXT IN PERFORMANCE 

 Monologue or duologue 

 500-word written concept 

 Group performance 

 
20% 

3 THEATRE MAKERS IN PRACTICE 

 Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance. 

 Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text – focusing 
on how this can be realised for performance. 

 Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance 
text, in light of a chosen theatre practitioner – focusing on how this text 
could be reimagined for a contemporary audience. 

 
40% 

 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:RVJones@rydalpenrhos.com
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AS/A LEVEL ECONOMICS 
Mr Mike Farnell, Head of Economics, Business Studies & ICT Faculty 

MJFarnell@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
All new GCE A Level Economics courses have a shared core content, with each Awarding Body able to select the 
remaining 40% of the material, yet the AQA specification remains very close to what we have been teaching for 
many years. 
 
A Level Economics still retains its key subject areas, namely: 
 

Demand and Supply; 
Business Economics; 
International Economics; 
Macro Economics. 

 
There are now compulsory additional sections on the Economics of Financial Markets, which make the subject 
even more current and appealing than it has been, and contain further questions testing the following mathematical 
skills: 
 
Quantitative Skills:  
1. calculate, use and understand ratios and fractions;  
2. calculate, use and understand percentages, percentage changes and percentage point changes;  
3. understand and use the terms mean, median and relevant quartiles;  
4. construct and interpret a range of  standard graphical forms;  
5. calculate and interpret index numbers;  
6. calculate cost, revenue and profit (marginal, average, totals);  
7. make calculations to convert from money to real terms;  
8. make calculations of  elasticity and interpret the result;  
9. interpret, apply and analyse information in written, graphical tabular and numerical forms;  
10. distinguish between changes in the level of  a variable, and the rate of  change;  
11. understand composite indicators;  
12. understand the meaning of  seasonally adjusted figures.  
 
Economics therefore studies highly topical subjects using a combination of  literary and mathematical tools to 
analyse and assess performance. 
 
The AQA course is particular is suited to our students because: 

 it is the market leader, with more students and a proven track record of  accurate grades in Economics; 

 more textbooks and resources are produced for this syllabus; 

 AQA has placed greater emphasis on behavioural economics which has been in vogue for a number of  
years, and which provides an alternative viewpoint on human behaviour to the views extolled by neo-
liberalism. 

 
AS Level and full A Level 
 
Part of the reform of A Levels involves the de-coupling or splitting of AS Level and full A Level. The split in 
Economics is not too significant, in that the content of each AS module is also part of the full A Level. However, 
the A2 papers build upon the basic content and develop the students’ knowledge further, and therefore it becomes 
possible for us to teach this material to all students.  
 
  

mailto:MJFarnell@rydalpenrhos.com
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 Assessment for AS level 
 

Paper Length Topics Assessed by 

Paper 1  90 minutes Micro economics Multiple-choice and data response 

Paper 2 90 minutes Macro economics Multiple-choice and data response 

 
Assessment for A Level 
 

Paper Length Topics Assessed by 

Paper 1 120 minutes Markets & market failure Data response and essays 

Paper 2 120 minutes The national & international economies Data response and essays 

Paper 3 120 minutes Economic principles and issues Multiple-choice and case study 

 
Awarding Body: AQA 

 
Further information can be found on the AQA website 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-A Level/economics-7135-7136  
The full specification can be downloaded on 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/economics/specifications/AQA-7135-7136-SP-2015.PDF 
 
 

  
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/as-and-a-level/economics-7135-7136
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/economics/specifications/AQA-7135-7136-SP-2015.PDF
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A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Mr Alun Brown, Head of English 

AMBrown@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
The aims and objectives of the A Level in English Literature are to enable students: 
 

● to read widely and independently set texts and other material that they have selected for themselves; 
● to engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and with ways of responding to them; 
● to develop and to apply effectively their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation; 
● to explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of them; 
● to undertake independent and sustained studies so as to deepen their appreciation and understanding of 

English Literature, including its changing traditions. 
 
A Level English Literature is a two-year linear course, assessed through four units, in the form of three examinations 
and one piece of extended work (coursework). 
 
Component 1: Drama  
30% of the total qualification 
 
Overview of content: 

Students study: 
●  one Shakespeare play and one other drama from either tragedy or comedy – both texts may be selected 

from one or both of these categories; 
●  critical essays related to their selected Shakespeare play. Students’ preparation is supported by Shakespeare: 

A Critical Anthology – Tragedy or Shakespeare: A Critical Anthology – Comedy. 
 

Overview of assessment 
●  written examination, lasting 2 hours 15 minutes; 
●  open-book format. 

 
Component 2: Prose  
20% of the total qualification 
 
Overview of content: 
Students study: 

●  two prose texts from a chosen theme. At least one of the prose texts must be pre-1900. 
 

Overview of assessment: 
●  written examination, lasting 1 hour; 
●  open-book format.  

 
Component 3: Poetry  
30% of the total qualification 
 
Overview of content: 
Students study: 

●  poetic form, meaning and language; 
●  a selection of post-2000 specified poetry; 
●  a specified range of poetry from: 

either 
●  a literary period (either pre- or post-1900) 

or 
●  a named poet from within a literary period. 
 

  

mailto:AMBrown@rydalpenrhos.com


 
 

 

 
Rydal Penrhos Sixth Form Curriculum Booklet, academic year 2019/20 

 
A-level & Cambridge Technical Curriculum, 30 January 2019, page 14 

Overview of assessment 
●  written examination, lasting 2 hours 15 minutes. 
●  open-book format. 

 
Coursework 
20% of the total qualification 
 
Overview of content: 
Students have a free choice of two texts to study. 
Chosen texts: 

●  must be different from those studied in Components 1, 2 and 3; 
●  must be complete texts and may be linked by theme, movement, author or 

period; 
●  may be selected from poetry, drama, prose or literary non-fiction. 

 
Overview of assessment: 
Students produce one assignment: 

●  one extended comparative essay referring to two texts;  
●  the word count is 2500–3000 words. 

Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE (EFL) 
Miss Jane Simpkins, Head of EFL 

JSimpkins@rydalpenrhos.com  
 

Pupils for whom English is not their first language will not always study the full range of subjects in the Sixth Form 
curriculum, and a decision about their individual study programme will be based on the results of the Placement 
Test that they sit when they first arrive in the school. As their language ability improves, their curriculum is reviewed 
by the Head of EFL in consultation with their Tutor, their Houseparent and the Director of Studies.  

When a pupil’s entry to Rydal Penrhos has been confirmed, the school may require him or her to follow an intensive 
programme of English study if his or her level of English is considered to be weak. Following the Placement Test, 
the pupil’s score is taken into consideration when determining which subjects he or she will be capable of studying. 
The aim is to target pupils’ English in order to improve it sufficiently to cope with the subjects that they do study. 

In order fully to satisfy the University Entrance General Requirement, overseas pupils must have an acceptable 
English language qualification; if overseas pupils have not attained Grade 4 (Grade C under the former system) or 
better in GCSE English Language, they will need to follow the IELTS course in the Sixth Form. There is an 
additional charge for this course (currently £715). 

IELTS, the International English Language Testing System, is designed to assess the language ability of candidates 
who need to study or to work where English is used as the language of communication. It is recognised widely as a 
language requirement for all courses in Further and Higher Education.   

Candidates at Rydal Penrhos follow the Academic Module, which assesses whether a candidate is ready to study or 
to train in the medium of English at an undergraduate or postgraduate level; admission to undergraduate and 
postgraduate courses is based on the results of this module. 

If further EFL support is required alongside the core IELTS course, this can be arranged on a one-to-one or small 
group basis. However, there will be a charge in addition to that for the core IELTS course for these more intensive 
lessons. 
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AS/A LEVEL FRENCH 

Mrs Susan Livingstone, Head of MFL 
SLivingstone@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
WHY STUDY FRENCH? 
 

 Studying French is a useful investment in the future. It can complement a career in a number of areas, and 
therefore make you more employable: consider what a bonus it would be in business to be able to deal with 
French-speaking clients in their own language – this is, after all the age of communication. Also, it is possible 
to continue French as a subsidiary to quite a few degree subjects, such as Business Studies. 

 It is viewed by universities as adding breadth and contrast as a fourth AS level, and combines constructively 
with any other subject 

 It is an opportunity to discover a culture which is quite different from our own, yet is geographically close: 
you may discover that the way you think fits quite well with the French, who prioritise work much less 
highly than we do (whereas we live to work, they work to live) 

 It is a significant academic subject in its own right, one which is respected as illustrating a particular ability 
to think logically and to take care of detail 

 It gives you a chance to view your other subjects from a different angle, for example, literature from the 
French perspective, the European dimension from the French point of view 

 It gives you an excellent excuse to spend some time in France! 
 
COURSE CONTENT AND METHODOLOGY 
 
Pupils in Years 12/13 have a conversation lesson with our French Assistant every week (where available): this is a 
considerable bonus for our candidates.  
 
We cover a variety of topics and types of language; for example, we deal with such matters as immigration, politics 
& artistic culture, including a study of a French film and a novel/play selected from the syllabus. 
 
Our methodology is based around the same four skills covered at GCSE, but in an extended format, and we use 
AQA approved textbooks in both print and digital format. 
 
The department regularly attends courses, conferences and performances in order to enhance pupils’ absorption 
of the subject, and so as to acquire as much examination technique as possible.   
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
The progress you are making is measured by assessments tasks that take place every half term and, of course, by 
the work you produce on a weekly basis inside and outside the classroom. 

 

Module Topic Length AS 
Weighting 

A-level 
Weighting 

Paper 

Paper 1 Listening, Reading & Writing 1 h 45 min/ 
2 h 30 min 

45% 50% A2 

Paper 2 Writing 1 hr 30 min/ 
2hr  

25% 20% A2 

Paper 3 Speaking 12-14 min 21-
23 min 

30% 30% A2 

 
Examination Board: AQA 
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AS/A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY 

Miss Fleur Jones, Head of Geography 
FHJones@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
 

Why study Geography? 
Firstly, Geography is a good choice because it encompasses a knowledge and understanding of the world around 
us, both in terms of the physical and the human. With regard to difficulty, Geography is in the middle of a wide 
range of subjects, and it fits in well with many other disciplines, being regarded very highly by universities as valuable 
for entry to a wide range of courses. Geography graduates from university are much in demand because they are 
highly employable with a wide range of practical skills, and they can take an overview of wide-ranging data. 
 
Geography sits extremely well with both science and arts subjects, and the range of sensible groupings is wide - here 
is a compelling argument for a student wanting a science-based career to widen his or her studies by incorporating 
Geography. We are enthusiastic about the course we run, and are committed to getting you the best result possible; 
we have an enviable record in achieving this. 
 

Course content and methodology 
 
There are 3 compulsory papers and one piece of coursework 
 
Paper 1  
 

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes (30% of the qualification, 105 marks) 
 
Content overview 
● Area of study 1, Topic 1: Tectonic Processes and Hazards 
● Area of study 2, Topic 2: Glaciated Landscapes and Change 
● Area of study 3, Topic 3: The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 
● Area of study 3, Topic 4: The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 
 
Assessment overview 
An externally-assessed written examination comprising three sections. 
The examination may include short open, open response and resource-linked questions. The examination includes 
12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.  
 
Paper 2  
 

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes (30% of the qualification, 105 marks) 
 
Content overview 
● Area of study 2, Topic 3: Globalisation 
● Area of study 2, Topic 4: Shaping Places – including optional sub-topics from which students choose one of two: 
4A Regenerating Places or 4B Diverse Places 
● Area of study 4, Topic 7: Superpowers 
● Area of study 4, Topic 8: Global Development and Connections – including optional sub-topics from which 
students choose one of two: 8A Health, Human Rights and Intervention or 8B Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 
 
Assessment overview 
An externally-assessed written examination comprising three sections. 
The examination may include short open, open response and resource-linked questions. The examination includes 
12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.  
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Paper 3  
 

Written examination: 2 hours and 15 minutes (20% of the qualification, 70 marks) 
 
Content overview 
The specification contains three synoptic themes within the compulsory content areas: 
● Players; 
● Attitudes and actions; 
● Futures and uncertainties. 
The synoptic investigation will be based on a geographical issue within a place-based context that links to the three 
synoptic themes and is rooted in two or more of the compulsory content areas. 
 
Assessment overview 
An externally-assessed written examination. A resource booklet will contain information about the geographical 
issue. 
Sections A, B and C all draw synoptically upon knowledge and understanding from compulsory content drawn from 
different parts of the course. 
The examination may include short open, open-response and resource-linked questions. The examination includes 
8-mark, 18-mark and 24-mark extended writing questions.  
 

Coursework:  
Independent Investigation (Non-examined assessment, 20% of the qualification, 70 marks) 
 
Content overview 
● The student defines a question or issue for investigation, relating to the compulsory or optional content. The 

topic may relate to any aspect of geography contained within the specification 
● The student’s investigation will incorporate fieldwork data (collected individually or as part of a group), as well as 

his or her own research and/or secondary data 
● The fieldwork, which forms the focus and context of the individual investigation, may be either human, physical 

or integrated physical-human 
● The investigation report will evidence independent analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of data findings 

and extended writing 
● Students will be expected to show evidence that they have used both quantitative and qualitative data to support 

their independent investigation as appropriate to the particular environment and/or location. 
 
Assessment overview 
● The investigation report is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
● The student will produce a written report of 3000–4000 words 
 

Coursework and fieldwork 
The Geography department has been running residential field courses for many years. International field work 
usually plays an important role in the course. 

   Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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AS/A LEVEL HISTORY 
Mrs Morgan Burgess, Head of History 

MBurgess@rydalpenrhos.com 

 
Why study History? 

 
‘Historians are dangerous people. They are capable of upsetting everything.’ (Nikita Khrushchev) 
 
Are you a ‘dangerous’ person? Do you question people and values? Do you have your own opinions and stand up 
for them? If so, then A Level History is for you, for History teaches and refines the skills of argument and analysis 
as based on human experience. The Historian deals with actual events and real people, and an understanding of our 
past is fundamental when dealing with present-day problems and conflicts. History gives us an insight into the 
development of our society’s beliefs and foundations. 
 
Has History any use? The answer has to be yes. The History student learns to collect, collate, order, analyse and 
evaluate information; to present a case, to criticise and to compile a report. These are very important skills, applicable 
in many walks of life, such as Law, Finance, Civil Service, Journalism, Armed Forces and Business. Furthermore, 
the Russell Group, when publishing a list of desired qualifications for University applicants, has always placed 
History upon it. History students rarely end up as History teachers! 
 
This is an exciting, modern, flexible and varied course which, we believe, caters for all historical tastes and abilities. 
If you have any further questions or queries, please come and talk to us. 
 
Course content and methodology 
In the Lower Sixth, we study:  The Crusades, c.1095–1204     

   Anglo-Saxon England and the Anglo-Norman Kingdom, c.1053–1106 
 
 
In the Upper Sixth, we study:  The witch craze in Britain, Europe and North 

America, c.1580 - c.1750c Students will complete a 3,000-4,000 word 
essay on a topic of their choice 

 
All of the modules are terminally examined at the end of the Upper Sixth year.  
 
Much of the time and emphasis is placed upon individual study and reading in preparation for seminars, discussion, 
source-based work and essay writing; reasonable basic literacy is necessary. 
 
As part of the course, we attend conferences at which leading academics present the latest ideas about the courses 
that you are studying.  

      
Awarding Body: EdExcel 
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AS/A LEVEL MATHEMATICS 
Mrs Rhian Williams, Head of Mathematics Faculty 

REWilliams@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Mathematics is offered as a single A Level, Mathematics, or as a double A Level, Double Mathematics, when 
combined with the study of Further Mathematics (see below). 
To choose single Mathematics, please select Mathematics from either Option Block A or Option Block B. 
 
Course content 
In the Sixth Form, Mathematics is studied as a 2-year linear course, covering a combination of aspects from Pure 
Mathematics (Core Mathematics), Mechanics and Statistics: 
 
PURE MATHEMATICS. Here you will continue the study of algebra, trigonometry and geometry, although it should 
be said that, following some reminders of what you ought to know already, these topics take on a new meaning. 
Algebra becomes much more rigorous and, to be successful, you will need to be able to use it confidently in various 
situations; trigonometry is generalised and ceases to be concerned with finding the height of a tree across a river, 
whilst A Level geometry is tackled mainly using an algebraic approach. 
To these are added mathematical proof, and the study of calculus (the Mathematics of movement and change), one 
of the most important topics in advanced Mathematics. In fact, any situation involving a rate of change is described 
mathematically in the language of calculus, and knowledge of this topic is a basic necessity for a scientific education 
and a pre-requisite for a serious study of the physical sciences or engineering. 
 
MECHANICS. We are all familiar with and experience motion in a variety of ways as a feature of everyday life; we 
think of the motion of a vehicle on the road, the waves on the seashore, a bird in the air, a rugby ball gliding between 
the posts for two more points or the impact of a hockey ball as it rebounds off the wall at the back of the net etc. 
In this course you will learn how certain systems move and why they move in that particular way. You will investigate 
how various forces interact in order to cause something to move (dynamics), or indeed how they behave in order 
to prevent an object from moving (statics).  Many of the techniques learned in Pure Mathematics are used to help 
in the solution of mechanics problems. 
 
STATISTICS. “The art of decision-making in the face of uncertainty”. As with many words in our English language, 
‘statistics’ has different meanings for different people; some of us, on hearing this word, think of tables of births, 
deaths, car accidents or points scored for or against. But “statistics” is also the name given to a branch of applied 
Mathematics which has its own terminology, content, notation, rules and techniques, and this course seeks to help 
the student to master some of these techniques. The course goes into the theory of statistical sampling and frequency 
distributions and, after a deeper study of probability, you should be able to draw sensible conclusions about data 
and conduct some hypothesis testing. You will then be able to make sensible judgements in situations where there 
is not enough information available to be certain about what will eventually happen, and the methods you study 
here can be applied in many areas of Geography, Economics, Biology or Psychology. 
 
Assessment 

Unit Topic Time AS A Level 

Paper 1 Pure Mathematics 1 2 hours 66.7% 33.3% 

Paper 2 Pure Mathematics 2 (A Level only) 2 hours  33.3% 

 Topics: Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry, Sequences and series, Trigonometry, 
Exponentials and logarithms, Differentiation, Integration, Vectors, 
Numerical methods (A Level only). 

Paper 3 Statistics and Mechanics 
2 hours  33.3% 

1 hour 33.3%  

 Section A (Statistics): Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability, 
Statistical distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing. 
Section B (Mechanics): Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws, 
Moments (A Level only). 

 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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Entry requirements 
The recommended entry requirement is GCSE/IGCSE Mathematics at grade 7, 8 or 9 (A* or A). 
Students holding only a 6 grade have tended to find these courses extremely challenging, and pupils in this position 
are strongly advised to give very serious thought prior to selecting this subject; some pupils may also be required to 
attend additional booster lessons. It is vitally important that prospective A Level mathematicians should realise that 
they need to be interested in the challenge the subject offers, as well as being mathematically competent. Although 
the amount of ‘reading around the subject’ is relatively small when compared to other subjects, you must be prepared 
to allocate a vast amount of private study time to solving mathematical problems – this is the only way to ensure 
eventual success.  
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AS/A LEVEL DOUBLE MATHEMATICS 
Mrs Rhian Williams, Head of Mathematics Faculty 

REWilliams@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Mathematics is offered as a single A Level, Mathematics (see above), or as a double A Level, Double 
Mathematics, when the study of Further Mathematics is included. You should choose ‘Double Mathematics’ in 
both Option Blocks A and B. 
 
Why study Double Mathematics? 
Further Mathematics allows able mathematicians really to stretch themselves; it provides an opportunity for 
intellectual challenge. It is also recognised as excellent preparation for mathematical or scientific studies at degree 
level, and some universities require Mathematics and Further Mathematics for entry to their Engineering or 
Mathematics courses. 
 
Course content 
Courses offered: A Level Mathematics and A Level Further Mathematics; or A Level Mathematics and AS-level 
Further Mathematics. 
 
The Further Pure Mathematics core syllabus (Further Pure Mathematics 1 and Further Pure Mathematics 2) 
includes more advanced methods and applications of differentiation and integration, an introduction and analysis 
of complex numbers, further work on vectors and the investigation of matrix algebra. The solution of differential 
equations (which commonly arise in scientific and physical situations) are studied, as well as the properties of the 
curves of ellipses, parabola and hyperbolae, and an introduction to hyperbolic functions; all are key components of 
the course. 
 
In addition, two Option papers are also chosen, depending on the strengths of the pupils in the class: 
 
Further Mechanics units involve the study of kinematics (including momentum and impulse), centres of mass, 
collisions, work and energy, elastic strings and springs, further dynamics and motion in a circle; 
 
Further Statistics units examine linear regression and correlation, discrete and continuous distributions, 
combinations of random variables, confidence intervals, hypothesis testing and estimators. 
 
There may be the possibility of studying Decision Mathematics as part of the Further Mathematics course.  This 
area of mathematics studies methods commonly used in business, such as critical path analysis, linear programming, 
algorithms and graph theory, and flows in networks. 
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Assessment 
 
MATHEMATICS 

Unit Topic Time AS A Level 

Paper 1 Pure Mathematics 1 2 hours 66.7% 33.3% 

Paper 2 Pure Mathematics 2 (A Level only) 2 hours  33.3% 

 Topics: Proof, Algebra and functions, Coordinate geometry, Sequences and series, Trigonometry, 
Exponentials and logarithms, Differentiation, Integration, Vectors, 
Numerical methods (A Level only). 

Paper 3 Statistics and Mechanics 
2 hours  33.3% 

1 hour 33.3%  

 Section A (Statistics): Statistical sampling, Data presentation and interpretation, Probability, 
Statistical distributions, Statistical hypothesis testing. 
Section B (Mechanics): Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws, 
Moments (A Level only). 

 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS 

Unit Topic Time AS A Level 

Paper 1 Further Pure Mathematics 1  
(compulsory for AS and A Level) 

1h 30 50.0% 25.0% 

 Topics: Proof, Complex numbers, Matrices, Further algebra and functions, Further calculus, 
Further vectors 

Paper 2 
Further Pure Mathematics 2  
(compulsory for A Level; optional for AS) 

1h 30 50.0% 25.0% 

 Topics: Complex numbers, Further algebra and functions, Further calculus, Polar coordinates, 
Hyperbolic functions, Differential equations 

Paper 3 Further Mathematics Option 1 (for AS or A Level) 
A choice of: 

1h 30 50.0% 25.0% 

Further Statistics 1 
Linear regression, Statistical distributions (discrete), Statistical distributions (continuous), 
Correlation, Hypothesis testing, Chi squared tests 
Further Mechanics 1 
Momentum and impulse, Collisions, Centres of mass, Work and energy, Elastic strings and springs 

Paper 4 Further Mathematics Option 2 (for A Level only) 
A choice of: 

1h 30  25.0% 

Further Statistics 2 (Further Statistics 1 for Paper 3 required as a prerequisite) 
Probability distributions, Combinations of random variables, Estimation, Confidence intervals and 
tests using a normal distribution, Other hypothesis tests and confidence intervals, Probability 
generating functions, Quality of tests and estimators 
Further Mechanics 1 
Momentum and impulse, Collisions, Centres of mass, Work and energy, Elastic strings and springs 
Further Mechanics 2 (Further Mechanics 1 for Paper 3 required as a prerequisite) 
Further kinematics, Further dynamics, Motion in a circle, Statics of rigid bodies, Elastic collisions 
in two dimensions 
Decision Mathematics 1  
Algorithms and graph theory, Algorithms on graphs, Critical path analysis, Linear programming 

 
Awarding Body: Edexcel 

Entry requirements 
 

The recommended entry requirement is GCSE/IGCSE Mathematics, grade 8 or 9 (A*), alongside the agreement 
of the Head of Mathematics. 
 

It is vitally important that prospective A Level double mathematicians should realise that they need to be 
interested in the challenge the subject offers, as well as being more than mathematically competent.  
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AS/A LEVEL MUSIC 
Mr Peter Williams, Director of Music 

PWilliams@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Why study Music? 
 
This course gives the creative musician the opportunity to study a wide range of musical styles, including Western 
classical, contemporary, jazz, rock and popular, developing a broad range of skills of analysis and understanding. 
The course is very diverse, and composition is also taught in a wide range of styles, using traditional and 
contemporary idioms, as well as exploring the use of ICT packages and of sound manipulation. There is also the 
opportunity for the young performer to develop his or her skills in preparing recitals, developing and honing 
individual skills, and also learning a new instrument.  
 
Rydal Penrhos is a very musically-active school. In a climate of hands-on, independent learning, the music student 
will be given the greatest possible number of opportunities to perform regularly in our thriving and developing 
bands, choirs, orchestra and chamber groups. There is a regular concert series, and we enjoy excellent facilities 
including a suite of practice rooms, a recording studio and ICT. Below is an overview of both AS Level and A Level 
Music. 
 

 
Qualifications at a glance 
 
Our Edexcel AS and A Level qualification in Music are both 100% externally assessed, and each consists of one 
written paper and two non-examined assessments (NEAs). 
 
A Level Music 
 

Component Overview Assessment 

Component 1 
Performing 
30%  
NEA  

Total performance time of 8 minutes  
Performance can be solo and /or ensemble 

Total of 60 marks 
(including 12 marks available for 
difficulty of pieces) 

Component 2 
Composing 
30%  
NEA 

2 compositions 
1 free or free-choice brief – minimum 4 minutes 
1 brief assessing technique – minimum 1 minute 
Together, a minimum of 6 minutes in total  

2 pieces 
40 marks 
20 marks 
Total of 60 marks 

 

Component 3 
Appraising 
40%  
Examination 

 

6 Areas of study with 3 set works in each: 

 Vocal Music 

 Instrumental Music 

 Music for Film 

 Popular Music and Jazz 

 Fusions 

 New Directions 

 

Exam 2 hours 
Total 100 marks 

 
 

 Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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AS/A LEVEL MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Mr Peter Williams, Director of Music 

PWilliams@rydalpenrhos.com  
 

Why study Music Technology 
 
This course gives the student the opportunity to explore both the practical and theoretical aspects of music 
technology in a highly creative and musically productive environment. Pupils will explore different types of sound 
equipment and techniques for using them, discovery the theory underpinning the varied aspects of sound capture. 
Audio and Midi sound capture is experienced, as well as sound production, mixing and the historical context of 
recording.  
 
Rydal Penrhos is a very musically-active school, which balances the aesthetic importance of music, with its many 
and varied practical applications. Pupils have ubiquitous opportunities to record and present their recordings to an 
audience, and are therefore encouraged and nurtured in an energetic atmosphere of artistic productivity.  

 
Qualification at a glance 
 
Edexcel A Level in Music Technology consists of two externally-examined papers and two non-examined 
assessment components. Students must submit their non-examined assessment (NEA) and complete the 
examinations in May/June in the year of certification. 
 
A Level Music Technology 
 

Component Overview Assessment 

Component 1 
Recording 20% 
NEA 

One recording, chosen from a list of 10 songs 
consisting of a minimum of five compulsory 
instruments and two additional instruments. 
Keyboard tracks may be sequenced. Total time 
must be between 3 minutes and 3½ minutes. 
Logbook and authentication form must be 
supplied. 

1 recording Total of 60 marks 

Component 2 
Technology-
based 
composition 
20% NEA 

One technology-based composition. Synthesis and 
sampling/audio manipulation and creative effects 
use must be included. Total time must be 3 
minutes. Logbook and authentication form must 
be supplied. 

1 recording of composition Total of 
60 marks 

 
Component 3 
Listening and 
analysing 25% 
Exam 

Comprises two sections: A and B, all questions are 
compulsory. One audio CD with the unfamiliar 
commercial recordings to accompany questions 
on the paper will be provided per student. 

Written examination: 1 hour 30 
minutes Section A: Listening and 
analysing (40 marks) Section B: 
Extended written responses (35 
marks) Total of 75 marks 

 
Component 4 
Producing and 
analysing 35% 
Exam/ practical 

Comprises two sections: A and B and all questions 
are compulsory. Students will correct and then 
combine audio and MIDI materials (provided) to 
form a completed mix, which may include creating 
new tracks or parts from the materials provided. 

Written/practical examination: 2 
hours 15 minutes (plus 10 minutes 
setting–up time) Section A: Producing 
and analysing (85 marks) responses 
and practical tasks. Section B: 
Extended written response (20 marks) 
Total of 105 marks 

 
 Awarding Body: Edexcel 
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A LEVEL PHYSICS 
Mr David Robson, Head of Physics and Head of Science 

DRobson@rydalpenrhos.com  

 
Why study Physics? 
 
Physics provides a route into many careers. These prospects are not only confined to research, for they extend into 
a wide range of industries, into food, finance, marketing, law and management - indeed, anywhere that there might 
be a call for an ability to analyse and model complex situations. A decisive factor in choosing Physics at A Level 
should be whether the GCSE course has been found to be interesting and enjoyable, although there is a major 
change of emphasis from the largely factual knowledge at GCSE to a requirement for much greater understanding 
and problem-solving ability at A Level. It is also worth noting that the majority of Rydal Penrhos students to gain 
places at either Oxford, Cambridge or MIT studied Physics in the Sixth Form, and that many of these candidates 
are reading, or have read either Physics or the directly-related subject of Engineering. 
 

Component Topic Time A Level 

1 Newtonian Physics 2h 15 31.25% 

2 Electricity and the Universe 2h  31.25% 

3 Light, Nuclei and Options 2h 15 37.5% 

 
The Institute of Physics lists 6 particular attributes that should be possessed by a physicist: 
 
1. mathematical ability – physicists describe events in precise, mathematical terms, rather than broad generalities; 

2. an enquiring mind – physicists are interested in discovering how things work, and in understanding the 
underlying principles; 

3. adaptability – physicists need a readiness to learn new skills throughout their careers so as to cope with 
advances in science and technology; 

4. social skills – physicists need to talk and discuss with colleagues, supervise assistants and communicate their 
ideas clearly; 

5. practical ability – physicists design and build apparatus to explore and exploit properties of the physical world; 

6. good powers of observation – physicists need to look at events objectively and record observations accurately. 

 
Awarding Body: Eduqas 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Mr Allen Boyd, Director of Sport 

ABoyd@rydalpenrhos.com 

 

SPORT 
Mr Allen Boyd, Director of Sport 

ABoyd@rydalpenrhos.com  
 

CAMBRIDGE TECHNICAL DIPLOMA IN SPORT AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 

(2016 SUITE) 

For this subject, units are studied over the course of two years, with assessment being assignment-based, apart from 
2 mandatory units which are examined over the course of the qualification in either January or June. The 
qualification allows students to sample a broad range of topics which facilitate the continuation of their education 
in a wide range of sports-related courses at good Universities. Pupils complete units of work by submitting 
university-type assignments on a number of compulsory and optional units including Anatomy and Physiology, 
Sports Coaching, The Physiology of Fitness, Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation, and Performance Analysis. 

Pupils will complete an Introductory Diploma (broadly equivalent to 1 A Level) across both Years 12 and 13. Grades 
for the subject are outstanding, with 100% of pupils over the last 3 years achieving either Distinction or Distinction* 
grades (equivalent to A and A* grades) and last year’s Year 13s scored an incredible 13 A* equivalent grades out of 
13.  

The course provides a good foundation for academic writing at undergraduate level due to the nature of the 
assignment writing, topic research, Harvard Referencing and the need continually to meet deadlines. 

 Website: https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/vocational-education-and-skills/cambridge-technicals-

sport-and-physical-activity-level-3-certificate-extended-certificate-foundation-diploma-diploma-

05826-05829-2016-suite/ 
 

 
Awarding Body: OCR 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Summary: 
Two Year Course – Continuous assessment throughout with an end-of-syllabus examination. 
L3 Introductory Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity awardable at the end of Upper 6th, dependant 
on route taken. Equivalent of 1 A Level 
[Pass – Grade E (16 UCAS points), Merit – Grade C (32 UCAS points), Distinction – Grade A (48 UCAS Points and 
Distinction* - Grade A* (56 UCAS points)] 
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AS/A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY 
Ms Joanne Wilkins 

JGWilkins@rydalpenrhos.com 

 
The AQA A Level Psychology qualification offers an engaging and effective introduction to the subject which 
appeals to a cross-section of students, regardless of whether they have studied the subject before. The qualifications 
are linear, with the students sitting all of their A Level examinations at the end of the two-year course. Students 
learn the fundamentals of the subject and develop skills valued by Higher Education and employers, including 
critical analysis, independent thinking and research. 
 
Research is an integral part of the course and pupils will be expected to carry out a variety of practical work. The 
course builds upon their analytical and research capacities, developing sufficient skills to enable them to design and 
conduct research in the subject area. 

Student feedback suggests that they find the subjects very relevant to their own lives, and that they enjoy finding 
out about the science behind topics such as eating behaviours, psychopathology, addiction and memory. It helps 
them to understand what is going on around them and how they can put some of the knowledge gained into practice; 
an example of this is their deploying memory techniques which improve their study skills, and this is of benefit to 
them in their other Sixth Form subjects. 
 
There are 3 examination papers, all of them lasting 2 hours and covering 96 marks in total. Each paper is worth 
33.3% of the final A Level: 
 
Paper 1 – Introductory topics in Psychology  
Social influence 
Memory 
Attachment 
Psychopathology 
 
Paper 2 – Psychology in context  
Approaches in Psychology 
Biopsychology 
Research methods 
 
Paper 3 – Issues and options in Psychology 
Issues and debates in Psychology 
Cognition and development 
Eating behaviour 
Addiction 
  

Awarding Body: AQA 
 

  

mailto:JGWilkins@rydalpenrhos.com
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-as/introductory-topics-in-psychology#Social_Influence_1_1_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-as/introductory-topics-in-psychology#Memory_1_1_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-as/introductory-topics-in-psychology#Attachment_1_1_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-as/psychology-in-context#Psychopathology_1_1_4
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/psychology-in-context#Approaches_in_Psychology_1_2_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/psychology-in-context#Biopsychology__1_2_2
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/psychology-in-context#Research_Methods_1_2_3
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/issues-and-options-in-psychology#Issues_and_Debates_in_Psychology_1_3_1
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/issues-and-options-in-psychology#Cognition_and_Development_1_3_4
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/issues-and-options-in-psychology#Eating_Behaviour_1_3_6
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/as-and-a-level/psychology-7181-7182/subject-content-a-level/issues-and-options-in-psychology#Addiction_1_3_10
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AS/A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
Mrs Mary Richardson, Head of Religious Studies 

MRichardson@rydalpenrhos.com 
 
WHY STUDY RELIGIOUS STUDIES? 
The aim of the course is to encourage students to develop their interest and enthusiasm for a study of religion, and 
to relate it to the wider world. Students will develop their knowledge and understanding, and gain an enquiring and 
reflective approach; they will expand their own ideas and opinions in the light of their learning. 
 
The course involves critical academic study which should challenge the believer as well as the sceptic. The syllabus 
is deemed to be accessible to students of any faith or none, and is open to any student who has demonstrated a 
good level of ability at GCSE in subjects such as English Literature or History. Students entering the Sixth Form 
who have not done Religious Studies at GCSE are welcome. 
 
Religious Studies is a very helpful academic qualification when applying to Universities for a wide range of courses. 
It is also a useful qualification when applying for jobs which involve working with people, such as law, the police, 
banking, journalism, nursing, the Civil Service, teaching and many businesses.  
 
It provides an excellent opportunity to develop skills such as analytical and logical thinking, to write lucidly and 
coherently, to develop an argument, to evaluate ideas, and to grapple with some of the ‘big’ issues. 
 
Religious Studies seeks to develop an enquiring mind and an ability to come to informed decisions, with 
opportunities to think at some depth about ethical issues as well as questions of belief. 
 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
 
AS LEVEL (H173) 
 
Philosophy of Religion 
 

 ancient philosophical influences 

 the nature of the soul, mind and body 

 arguments about the existence or non-existence of God  

 the nature and impact of religious experience  

 the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil 
 

Religion and Ethics 
 

 normative ethical theories  

 the application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance 
 
Developments in religious thought (Christianity) 
 

 religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the 
contemporary world  

 sources of religious wisdom and authority  

 practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition 
 

 
 
 

mailto:MRichardson@rydalpenrhos.com
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Religious Studies 
 

A2 LEVEL (H573) 
 
Philosophy of Religion 
 

 ancient philosophical influences 

 the nature of the soul, mind and body 

 arguments about the existence or non-existence of God  

 the nature and impact of religious experience  

 the challenge for religious belief of the problem of evil 

 ideas about the nature of God  

 issues in religious language. 
 

Religion and Ethics 
 

 normative ethical theories  

 the application of ethical theory to two contemporary issues of importance 

 ethical language and thought  

 debates surrounding the significant idea of conscience  

 sexual ethics and the influence on ethical thought of developments in religious beliefs. 
 

Developments in religious thought (Christianity) 
 

 religious beliefs, values and teachings, their interconnections and how they vary historically and in the 
contemporary world  

 sources of religious wisdom and authority  

 practices which shape and express religious identity, and how these vary within a tradition 

 significant social and historical developments in theology and religious thought 

 key themes related to the relationship between religion and society  
 

ASSESSMENT 
 

There is no coursework at AS or A2 Level. AS Religious Studies forms the first half of the A Level GCE course, 
however students can take it on its own for a certificate at AS Level.  
 
AS Level 
 

 Component title Marks Duration Weighting 

Component 1 Philosophy of Religion 
Two questions from three 

60 1 hour 15 minutes 
written paper 

33.3% 

Component 2 Religion and Ethics 
Two questions from three 

60 1 hour 15 minutes 
written paper 

33.3% 

Component 3 Development in Religious Thought 
Two questions from three 

60 1 hour 15 minutes 
written paper 

33.3% 

 

A2 Level 
 

 Component title Marks Duration Weighting 

Component 1 Philosophy of Religion 
Three questions from four 

120 2 hours 33.3% 

Component 2 Religion and Ethics 
Three questions from four 

120 2 hours 33.3% 

Component 3 Development in Religious Thought 
Three questions from four 

120 2 hours 33.3% 

 Awarding Body: OCR 


