
Welcome to the Academic Year 2019-20 

 

Dear Parents 

 

I do hope that you have had a lovely summer. With the children returning to school 
tomorrow, we are writing to provide some updates and reminders in readiness for the 
new academic year: 
 

Start of Term 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming your children tomorrow. The 
structure of the day will be as follows: 
 

Both Senior and Prep schools will be open from 08.00 for drop off, registration will be 
at 08.30.  
 

Prep school children in Nursery and Kindergarten (Pre-School) can be dropped in to 
the Pre-School Department, Years Reception – 6 can be dropped in the playground, 
where a member of staff will be on duty. Parents will not be required to sign their 
children in and out at the front desk. At the end of the day, 15.30, pupils will be brought 
(via the Wedgewood Room door) to the playground by their teacher where they can be 
picked up by their parent. If they are staying for extracurricular activities or wrap around 
care the they will be picked up from the Wedgewood Room. This will be the base for 
pick up and drop off. A hot tea will be provided as outlined in the letter attached which 
needs filling in and bringing to your child’s teacher (at drop off) or the school office. 
 

Senior school children in years 7-11 must now enter the school via the ramp into the 
quad or through the Memorial Hall entrance on Queens Drive. The LRC will be open 
with a member of staff on duty until registration at 08.30. 
Sixth form children can go straight to the Ferguson Centre on Combermere Road. 
 

Lessons will finish at 15.30 every day. Extracurricular will finish at 16.20 and the buses 
will leave at 16.30 from the quad collecting children from the prep school first at 16.20. 
We have wraparound care every evening until 18.00. 
 

Calendar, Clubs and After School Arrangements 

The School Calendar will now be on the new school website which will be launched on 
tomorrow. The extracurricular and extended provision, will be available for parents to 
book on our new on-line system; SOCS. You will receive log in details and have access 
to this system from Friday afternoon. 
 

You will need to discuss with your child what they want to do each week. If your child 
will be leaving school after lessons at 15.30, you need to put this into SOCS so that we 
are aware that they will not be in for extra-curricular. If they are staying for extra-
curricular, they will choose which one they are doing so that staff can register them for 
the activity. The buses will leave after extracurricular at 16.30. If you require 
wraparound care until 18.00, this also needs to be booked onto the system via SOCS. 



This system will also provide details of all sports fixtures and the weekend activity 
programme.  
 

There will be tutor time on Thursday afternoon for senior school when the children 
will be shown the system and how they can choose the activities. It is imperative that 
you as parents complete it each week so that you and the school are aware of where 
your child is at all times. Boarders will complete this with their House Parents. 
 

 

OPRO Mouth Guard Fitting 

If you would like your child to be fitted for an OPRO mouth guard on Friday 06 
September, please ensure that you book and pay online at  www.opro.com . I have 
attached details regarding this to this email. 
 

Photographs (Prep School) 

Individual and family (sibling) Tempest photographs are scheduled for Wednesday 11 

September. We ask that all children are wearing winter uniform by this date. All Prep 
School children will have an individual photograph taken and will also be photographed 
with any siblings currently in the Prep School, unless specifically requested to the 
contrary. It would help us enormously if you could let us know by return email if you 
would like older siblings from the Senior School to be included in the photograph.   If 
they are to be included, we request that they come directly to the Prep School and arrive 
by 08.30. The Senior School has been informed of these arrangements. Younger 
siblings who are not yet attending school may also have a photograph taken with their 
brother(s)/sister(s) at drop off time from 08.15. 
 

Forthcoming Events 

The whole school photograph will take place on Thursday 12 September. 
 

Our inaugural New Parents’ Dinner will be held on Friday 13 September, this is for all 
parents whose children are in Reception and Year 7 and any other parents whose 
children are new to the school, invitations have been distributed for this event. 
 

It is also our ‘Founders’ Weekend’ beginning Friday 13 September with a service in St. 
John’s at 15.15. This is a very significant date in the year for the whole school 
community and is an opportunity both to express our gratitude to the vision of the 
original founders of Penrhos College and Rydal Mount School and to ask again what 
are the values that we are living by today. The guest speaker this year is Alan Davies JP, 
who is the Chair of the Wesley Trust. A list of events for the rest of Founders’ Weekend 
can be found on the school website. 
 

Friday 04 October, we are fortunate enough to have the Liverpool Metropolitan 
Cathedral Girls’ Choir, also soprano Bethany Hartless and supported by Rydal Penrhos 
School musicians, in the Memorial Hall tickets will be £5 for adults but free for pupils. 
Full details will be distributed in a few days.  
 

http://www.opro.com/


Friday 11 October We are holding a Charity Ball in the Ferguson Centre. Please save 
the date and contact Sarah James (sjames@rydalpenrhos.com)  for further information. 
The charities that we will be supporting are Ataxia UK in memory of Scarlett Salisbury 
(RPS 2009 – 2016) and The Anthony Nolan Trust in memory of Tom Watson (RS 1995 
– 2000). The main sponsor for the Charity Ball is Clogau Gold and detailed information 
will be distributed in a few days. There is a limited number of tickets. Supporting 
sponsors are invited for these remarkable charities. 
 

From Friday 13 September the Prep School will be starting our weekly Celebration 
assemblies at 08:35 in the school hall. Parents are most welcome and refreshments will 
be served from 08:00 in the hall foyer. 
 

Finally, parents are warmly invited to Senior School Celebration chapel service each 
Friday at 15.45. 
 

Thank you, as ever, for your support. 
 

Should you have any queries at all, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

With our very best wishes for a happy start to the term for your child(ren). 
 

 

 

Mr John Waszek               Mrs Sally Harding                       Mrs Lucy Davies 

Executive Principal           Head of Senior School                Head of Prep School 
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